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On. September 5» 1 973 > HiEon announced he would veto sra the minimum-wage bill 
passed by 0 O ngress. The next day he did. a^xdhxxdayxafix It was Nixon' d claim that 
increasing the minimum wage from $1 .60 an hour to $2.00 an hour, to be followed by an 
increase to $2.20 an hour, would be "inflationary". Had lower-income working^ people 
not been denied this increase, the head of a family, fully employed, would then not 
have earned what would have kept his family in deceny prior to the enormous inflation 
over which Nixon had presided. For amfey many families, if not most, after the 
raise Nixon prevented in the minimu minimum wage, their standard of livinb would have 
been what the government itself c P lls the "pver "P "piverty" level. 

Then the very next day, through his "Cost of Livinb Council" Nixon did grant an 
increase to tge largest and wealthiest corporations, the "Big Four" auto makers. They 
were given permission to raise the cost of vehicles for the 3$ coming model year by 
up to $74.00 per unit. 

The Washington Post of the eighth, reporting this, had as its lead story , "Food 
Prices Soar by Record Figure." The subhead reports an increase in joblessness. And the 
beginning of the story recounts, from official statistics, "An explosion in farm and 
food prices. ..ft. 2 percent last month..." Seasonally adjusted, the increased cost of 
food that month was approximately $20 20 percent. 

Actually , some prices had almost doubled, some had escalated by more than that, and 
then jump in 

thewolesale prices of foods for t e previous/toonth had about equalled its the total of 
the year before under Nixon's inflation. 

At the rate of increase for the month prior to Nixon's denial of a wage improvement 
for those with the lowest level of income, their pMxghxsxHgxpgggx ability to buy food 
was diminished by about 75 percent, ^ther costs of living were skyrocketing simultaneously, 
byt food is t e most essential of all living costs. 


